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This month, we take you back to the roles of a
Public Health Nurse.
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Introduction

Healthy People in Safe and Vibrant Communities
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In 1913, Wisconsin took a fundamental step towards making Public Health what
it is today, by defining the role of a public health nurse.
Wisconsin Statutes 1913—Chap. 36 s.697—10m

Once the Wisconsin Law Public Health Nurses was revised in 1919, so did the
definition of a public health registered nurse.
Wisconsin Statutes 1919—Chap. 76e s.1141n
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Sharing the News of the Public Health Nurse Office
Price County was proactive and hired Ernestine Kandel before July 1st, 1921,
when the law made the employment of county nurses compulsory. At this time,
Price County was one of the few counties in Wisconsin to make such an appointment. Ernestine Kandel began her duties of “County Nurse in Price County” on
August 20th, 1919. As you can see from the included document, the county was
very excited to
publicize the
news of the
public health
nurse by
creating a list
of clubs and
individuals
which with to
share the
exciting news.
During the first
month of
employment,
Ernestine
reviewed the
county vital
statistics,
completed
school inspections and held
“mothers meetings,” along
with many
other activities.
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First Price County
Nurse Monthly
Report—August 1919
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Back Page of the August 1919
Monthly Report—showing that
the document was received and
filed by the county clerk, as
dictated in the Wisconsin
Statutes 1919—Chap. 76e s.
1141n.4.
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One of the first duties of a public health nurse was to meet with all the
local physicians to get public health nurse standing orders signed. During
these visits, the nurse also assured the physician that she was there to
support his work, not replace him. Current day practice, Public Health has
one medical advisor that helps assure the safe delivery of health care
services by providing formal delegations of medical acts to licensed professional nurses. Note: Price County Health and Human Services no longer
recommends any of the following medical practices or treatments.
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In the fall of 1921, Ernestine left Price County and was succeeded by Teresa
Gardner. Both Ernestine and Teresa were passionate advocates of public
health efforts and the continually evolving role of the public health nurse.
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Unfortunately, in 1924, many Wisconsin Counties found themselves strapped
financially. Counties across the state, including Price County, petitioned the
state to make the position of county nurse voluntary. The state fulfilled the
request and dropped
the mandatory portion
of the law. Many
counties discontinued
the county nurse
service, Price County
being one of them.
August 31st, 1924,
Teresa Gardner’s
county nurse’s contract
expired and Price
County lost it’s public
health nurse position.
Documentation shows
that the county recognized the variety of
health needs and many
people called upon the
county nurse to satisfy
those needs. With so
many needs identified and the lack of a clear public health nurse definition, it
was easy for persons to make more demands and overextend the role of a
public health nurse.

Upon leaving Price County, Teresa wrote to Mary P. Morgan, the Director of
the Bureau of Child Welfare and Public Health Nursing, on June 11th, 1924,
stating that “the field is so large and so much you wish to accomplish is left
undone for lack of funds and time…”
Price County reinstated the public health nurse position in the late 1930’s,
after public health framework was properly in place.
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