
Honoring the sacrifice of the men and women who have 
served our Great Nation.

Public Law 107-103, signed on Dec. 27, 2001, allows the VA to furnish an 
appropriate government marker for the grave of a veteran buried in a private 
cemetery regardless of whether the grave is already marked with a private 
marker. On Dec. 6, 2002, this law was amended to extend this benefit to 
veterans who died on or after Sept. 11, 2001. WHO IS ELIGIBLE - Any 
deceased Veteran discharged under honorable conditions and any member 
of the Armed Forces of the United States who dies on active duty. A 
deceased Veteran discharged under conditions other than honorable may 
also be eligible. A copy of the deceased Veteran's discharge certificate (DD 
Form 214 or equivalent) or a copy of other official document(s) establishing 
qualifying military service must be attached. Do not send original 
documents; they will not be returned. Service after September 7, 1980, 
must be for a minimum of 24 months continuous active duty or be 
completed under special circumstances, e.g., death on active duty. Persons 
who have only limited active duty service for training while in the National 
Guard or Reserves are not eligible unless there are special circumstances, 
e.g., death while on active duty, or as a result of training. Reservists and 
National Guard members who, at time of death, were entitled to retired pay, 
or would have been entitled, but for being under the age of 60, are eligible; 
a copy of the Reserve Retirement Eligibility Benefits Letter must accompany 
the claim. Reservists called to active duty other than training and National 
Guard members who are Federalized and who serve for the period called 
are eligible. Service prior to World War I requires detailed documentation, 
e.g., muster rolls, extracts from State files, military or State organization 
where served, pension or land warrant, etc. WHO CAN APPLY - Federal 
regulation defines "applicant" as the decedent's Next-of-Kin (NOK); a 
person authorized in writing by the NOK; or a personal representative 
authorized in writing by the decedent. Written authorization must be 
included with claim. A notarized statement is not required.


